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Welcome from the Camp Director  

Greetings and welcome to all who attend the Next Generation Performing Arts 

Camp, established on the campus of Missouri Southern State University in Joplin, MO.  

At MSSU you will discover a welcoming, satisfying, modern facility providing the latest 

technology and other amenities.  You are a charter-member of an outstanding 

organization where all are expected to adhere to the highest personal, moral, ethical, 

and artistic standards in order to achieve the goals set forth by an outstanding faculty.  

Ultimately those goals include opportunities for you to define careers in the arts.   

The camp schedule for each day follows a plan that includes a variety of 

classroom, masterclass, rehearsal, and performance learning opportunities.  Ample time 

for recreation and building friendships with fellow artists is also included.  With you, our 

faculty will explore topics as diverse as stage make-up, music theory, set design, wellness 

for musicians, and careers in the arts.  Every student will participate in one or more 

public performances as well—as a camp, we will rehearse, polish, and perform two 

chamber orchestra concerts, a solo performance concert, and a fully staged musical over 

the course of one week. 

Whether you are just beginning, or have already established a career goal in the 

musical and theatrical arts, we welcome you.  No matter what your background, here 

your hopes and dreams are taken seriously.  You are encouraged to become acquainted 

with each other as artists—to understand what that means and respect what each is 

doing.  If, at any time while you are in attendance at the camp, you have questions or 

personal matters that should be shared, please do not hesitate to consult with any of the 

counselors, faculty, or administrators.  We are here to help you have the best experience 

possible.  What an exciting opportunity we are giving each other!  We are new; we are all 

charter-members of this exciting venture; we are the next generation; we are together; 

we are one incredible, cooperating family--and you are a most important part of it.   

Again, greetings—and welcome. 

 

Dr. Hubert Bird, Camp Director 
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Camp Contact Information  

 

If you have questions or concerns, please feel free to get in touch with Dr. Bird at  

(620) 856-3653, or contact the NGPAC staff at info@nextgencamp.com. 

 

Phone:  (620) 856-3653 

Email: info@nextgencamp.com 

Mailing Address:  1534 East Ave. 

                    Baxter Springs, KS 66713 (not the physical address for camp) 

Website: https://www.nextgencamp.com/ 

Travel Information  

MSSU is located at 3950 E. Newman Rd., Joplin, MO 64801. 

Directions to Range Line Rd.: 

 From Kansas City—I-49 South, exit onto I-44 West.  Exit on Range Line Rd. (exit 8B).  

Turn right (north) on Range Line Rd.   

 From Springfield—I-44 West, exit on Range Line Rd. (exit 8B).  Turn right (north) on 

Range Line Rd.   

 From Fayetteville, AR—Take HWY 71 North - continue north when HWY 71 becomes 

HWY 249. Continue on HWY 249, take the 32nd street Exit.  Turn left (west) at the light 

onto 32nd street.  Turn right (north) on Range Line Rd.  

 From Tulsa, OK—I-44 East to Joplin, exit on Range Line Rd. (exit 8B) and go north on 

Range Line Rd.  

 From Wichita, KS—East on HWY 166 to Baxter Springs, KS. Continue east through 

Baxter Springs.  5 miles east of Baxter Springs, turn right at a four way stop (to continue 

on HWY 166).  Pass the Downstream Casino, go straight through the traffic circle, and 

take the left exit to go east on I-44.  Take the Range Line Road exit (8B) and go north on 

Range Line Rd. 

From Range Line Rd.:  

Stay on Range Line Rd.  After you pass North Park Mall, turn east on Newman Rd.  

Proceed to MSSU Campus.  Turn left at the light onto International Rd.  Blaine Hall will 

be the second residence hall on the right.   
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If you need more detailed directions, please call Dr. Bird at (620) 856-3653 for specific 

information including landmarks. 

If you have a student who is planning on flying to camp, please contact us so we may 

coordinate pickup arrangements.   

Campus Map  

 

Please see http://www.mssu.edu/map.php for an interactive and a printable campus map.  

Buildings of interest circled here include #32 Taylor Performing Arts Center, #33 Bud 

Walton Theater, #51 Blaine Residence Hall, and #52 Dianne Mays Student Life Center. 

Registration 

Registration will be held from 2-4:00 PM the first Sunday of camp in Blaine Residence 

Hall. 

The following is due upon registration: 

http://www.mssu.edu/map.php
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 Signed medical form 

 Signed travel authorization form 

 Signed photo/video release form 

 Signed student conduct contract 

 The balance of camp fees 

 Original copies of all accompanist music for camp solos 

Strings and Collaborative Piano students will also complete a short theory placement 

test during registration to help faculty to assign the student to an appropriately 

challenging theory class. 

What to Bring 

Students are responsible for bringing their own linens to camp, including sheets (extra 

long) or a sleeping bag, blankets, pillows, and towels.  Mattresses in student housing are 

XL Twins (36 x 80in).  Students will also want to bring comfortable “work clothes” for 

strike.  Water bottles are also recommended. 

Students will also need basic supplies like notebooks and pencils for taking notes during 

classes and rehearsals.  String and piano students should bring a few sheets of staff paper 

as well. 

All students need to bring all parts, music, and scripts mailed to them prior to camp. 

In order to help keep tuition as low as possible, Musical Theater students are asked to 

bring clothing that could be used as costumes.  The program director will inform 

students of what costume pieces they are responsible for bringing to camp.  Musical 

Theater students are also responsible for bringing stage makeup as instructed. 

String students are asked to bring a music stand to camp.  If piano students have a stand, 

it is recommended that they bring it as well.  If you are performing a solo with 

accompaniment, please bring the original music to camp.  

Medication Policy 

All medication, including both prescription and over the counter medication, will be 

kept in a secure location and administered by a member of the counseling staff in 

compliance with the directions listed on the student’s medical form.  Exceptions to this 

policy is Epi-Pens, inhalers, insulin, or any type of emergency, life-saving medication, 

which should be kept on the student’s person at all times.  

Students will have access to the MSSU campus health center for emergency medical 

issues.   
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Student Conduct Contract 

Our community makes a priority of building a supportive atmosphere so we can all 

continue to grow in our chosen art form. Because students are the central part of this 

community, it is important that everyone fully understand expectations for student 

conduct. 

This is a serious commitment to conduct yourself in a way that makes this camp a 

wonderful, growing, and supportive experience for all students:  

I will be supportive of my fellow students with my words and my actions.  

(NGPAC has a zero tolerance policy for bullying.) 

I will approach conflict in a constructive way and ask for help from a staff 

member if I need it.   

I will follow the rules and guidelines set by counselors, staff members, and 

faculty, understanding that rules are set in place to help everyone to be safe, to 

learn, and to prepare for professional work.  I will also refrain from any illegal 

activities or activities prohibited by the university. 

I will be respectful of my art, equipment and materials, instruments, the 

university property, other students, my teachers, and myself.   

I will respect academic integrity by refraining from cheating or plagiarizing. 

I will attend all classes and rehearsals, and be prompt, well-prepared, and 

engaged. 

I understand that violating this contract may result in my being dismissed from 

camp and sent home. 

A signed copy of this contract is required from each student at check-in. 

Non-Discrimination Policy 

Next Generation Performing Arts Camp does not discriminate on the basis of disability, 

race, color, religion, national origin, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, or age 

in the operation of any activities. 

Disability Access 

Next Generation Performing Arts Camp strives to ensure that no qualified person with a 

disability shall, solely by reason of the disability, be denied access to, participation in, or 
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the benefits of the camp. Reasonable accommodations are provided to ensure equally 

effective access.  

If a student believes that they have been discriminated against, they are encouraged to 

report this experience to the camp director and to file a written complaint with the 

NGPAC board (info@nextgencamp.com). 

Performance Etiquette 

For students who may not be familiar with performance etiquette, here are some ways to 

show your support for your fellow students during performances: 

 Silence all electronic devices!  Vibrate mode is still often loud enough to distract 

other audience members and even performers.  Most venues are also very dark 

and even looking at your dimmed screen can be very distracting and irritating to 

those around you.   

 Be prompt—showing up late disturbs both the performers and the audience. 

 Stay seated during the performance.  If you must leave, slip out quietly during 

applause between selections or scenes. 

 Show your appreciation with applause!  Whistles and cheers should be saved for 

the very end of a concert or performance.   

 During classical pieces with several sections, it is considered polite to hold your 

applause until the very end of the whole piece.  The composer meant the sections 

to be played as a series of ideas, and clapping in between can break up the flow.  

If you are unsure, the performer will usually look at the audience, smile, and bow 

when they are finished. 

If you are performing:  

 Have your music and instrument ready to go.  Be ready to let the stage manager 

know your preferences about music stands, chairs, and placement of the piano lid. 

 Thank your stage manager.  They do a lot of the work onstage and off to make 

your performance as smooth as possible. 

 Acknowledge your pianist, if you are performing with one.  They work hard to 

make sure you sound amazing! 

 Minimize distractions and noise offstage 

 Encourage the performers waiting with you backstage—very quietly! 
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Residence Hall Expectations   

Here are a few important things to keep in mind while staying at your “home away from 

home:”   

 While in the Residence Hall, the counselors are your “go to” people for anything 

you might need (medicine, first-aid, friendly conversation). Ask them anything 

and everything! 

 Although this is your “home away from home,” we are still guests at this 

university.  Each person is responsible for taking care of this place and respecting 

the facility. 

 Once in the Residence Hall for the night, campers are not permitted to leave the 

facility without the express permission of a counselor.  This is extremely 

important to guarantee everyone’s safety. 

 “Lights Out” can mean many different things.  At NGPAC, “Lights Out” means 

lights are off in every room, talking is kept to a minimum, and students are not 

permitted to leave their room.  Sleep is incredibly important, you’ll want as much 

of it as possible.  More importantly, you do not want to be responsible for keeping 

your roommates from sleeping. 

 Waking up in the morning is your responsibility.  Bring an alarm and know how 

much time you will need to get ready in the morning to be on time for breakfast.  

Counselors will only give a five minute warning before breakfast.   

 Camp rules are always in effect starting the minute you check in to the minute 

you leave the campus.  This means that you are still expected to follow all rules 

even while in the Residence Hall.  Inappropriate behavior of any kind is still 

unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  Each statement outlined in the Student 

Conduct section of this handbook will still be the expectation while in the 

Residence Hall. 

Items to bring: Laptops, chargers, alarm, a few pillows, linens (extra long) or sleeping 

bag, snacks, bathroom effects (shampoo, soap, deodorant, towel, toothbrush/toothpaste), 

variety of clothes (it could be cold in the rehearsal halls but extremely hot outside—be 

prepared), comfortable shoes! 

Items not to bring: video game consoles, weapons, excessive amounts of money, pets, or 

anything that might get you in trouble! 
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Counselors will hold an RA meeting the first night to go over residence hall 

expectations. 

Homesickness 

For some students, summer camps are their first significant amount of time spent away 

from home.  Additionally, it can sometimes be difficult to go from being one of the 

more talented students in your class, drama group, or orchestra, to being surrounded by 

excellent students who challenge you artistically.  The curriculum may also be more 

rigorous than you expect.  Please remember that our counselors are experienced in 

working with students in your situation, and that we are all here to support you.  We 

want students to feel comfortable talking with the staff about any difficulties they may 

have adjusting to camp.  Communication is key to building a great experience at 

NGPAC—the more we know, the more we can help. 

As a parent, you can help by providing encouragement and sympathetic listening.  

Students usually adjust very quickly and may just need a familiar, reassuring voice to 

get them through the first day or so.  You may want to recommend that they talk with 

their counselor about how they feel.  If you are concerned about your child, please feel 

free to contact us to check in. 

Electronic Devices Policy 

Our faculty want to help students develop professionally and be prepared for working as 

an artist in a contemporary market.  We are committed to helping students learn to use 

technology to further their artistic education.  To this end, students are permitted to 

bring electronic devices, such as laptops and cell phones, to camp.   Students are 

expected to maintain professional standards of conduct when using these devices in 

rehearsals and classes (electronic tuners, Finale, taking notes, etc).  Use of devices 

outside of classes and rehearsals must be consistent with MSSU’s computer use policy: 

http://www.mssu.edu/business-affairs/information-technology/policy-computer-

usage.php.   

If a student uses technological devices inappropriately (for example, violating copyright 

laws, engaging in cyberbullying, or checking Facebook during a rehearsal), NGPAC 

reserves the right to hold the device until the end of camp, at which point the device will 

be returned to the student. 

 

 

http://www.mssu.edu/business-affairs/information-technology/policy-computer-usage.php
http://www.mssu.edu/business-affairs/information-technology/policy-computer-usage.php
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Dress Expectations 

At NGPAC, dress at classes and rehearsals is relaxed, while more formal clothing is 

expected at concerts and performances.  Please keep in mind that you are also building 

your reputation at classes and rehearsals as well, and you will want to present yourself in 

a mature and professional way during all camp activities.   

Musical Theater: 

Students should be aware that they will be moving and dancing during 

classes/rehearsals and dress accordingly.  Wear clothing that allows you to move, and 

avoid open-toed and hard/slick-soled shoes. 

String/Piano:  

Concert dress for the orchestra consists of a long-sleeved black dress shirt and black 

slacks for men, and a formal black top with three-quarter or long sleeves and long black 

skirt or slacks for women. Please wear black socks or hose and black shoes as well.  

Recital Dress: 

Dress for solo recitals does not need to be black, but should be dressy (no t-shirts or flip-

flops, please) and reflect professional attitudes toward yourself and your music and craft.  

A dress shirt and slacks is fine, or a dress (just above knee length or longer).  If you have 

questions, feel free to contact NGPAC through email or Facebook. 

Don’t forget to consider the constraints of your instrument, or the type of character you 

are portraying.  For example, regardless of what you play/sing, you will be bowing 

toward the audience—loose or low-cut tops sometimes cause an unwanted ‘wardrobe 

malfunction.’  Cellists will probably want to avoid pencil skirts, pianists will want to 

check and make sure they can comfortably pedal in their shoes, etc.  Musical theater 

students may want to reflect their character somewhat in their style of dress, although 

this is not a costumed performance. 

Check-out Procedures 

Check-out will be held from 11:00AM to 12:00PM on the last Sunday of camp in Blaine 

Residence Hall.  Students may be released from camp following strike (9:00-11:00AM).  

We will be clearing both performance spaces and all students are required to assist.  In 

order to protect the safety of our students, prior arrangements (including written 

permission) must be made with camp staff if anyone other than an immediate relative is 

picking up the student.   
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Prior to checking out, students must: 

 Make sure all strike responsibilities are carried out. 

 Ensure that their room is clean and that all belongings are packed. 

 Turn in all scripts and music. 

Sample Schedules 

To give you an idea of what your week at camp may look like, we are including a few 

sample schedules.  These are subject to change, and are included for general 

information purposes only.  You will receive an updated full schedule upon your arrival 

at camp. 
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Sample Weekly Schedule for Strings and Collaborative Piano Students 

Sunday 

2:00-4:00 Registration and Theory Placement  

4:00-4:30 Tour of Facilities  

4:30-5:15 Welcome Ceremony 

5:15-5:50 Unpack 

6:00-6:50 Dinner 

7:00-8:20 Auditions 

8:30-9:20 Orchestra/Intro to Collab. Piano 

9:30 RA meetings 

11:00 Lights Out 

Monday 

8:00-8:50 Breakfast 

9:00-10:20 Orchestra/Lessons and practice  

10:30-11:50 Chamber Music 

12:00-12:50 Lunch 

1:00-1:50 Sectionals/Art Song 

2:00-3:20 Orchestra/Collaborative Coaching 

3:30-4:20 Theory 

4:30-5:50 String Lessons/Practice Time 

6:00-6:50 Dinner 

7:00-8:50 Orchestra/Lessons and practice  

9:00-9:50 Wellness for Musicians Round Table 

11:00 Lights Out 

 

Tuesday 

8:00-8:50 Breakfast 

9:00-9:20 Orchestra/Lessons and practice  

10:30-11:50 Chamber Music 

12:00-12:50 Lunch 

1:00-1:50 Sectionals/Continuo/Figured Bass 

2:00-3:20 Orchestra/Piano Masterclass 

3:30-4:20 Theory 

4:30-5:50 Audition Prep Workshop 

6:00-6:50 Dinner 

7:00-7:50 String Lessons/Practice Time 

8:00-9:30 Faculty Concert and Career Q&A 

11:00 Lights Out 

 

Wednesday 

8:00-8:50 Breakfast 

9:00-9:20 Orchestra/Collaborative Coaching 

10:30-11:50 Chamber Music 

12:00-12:50 Lunch 

1:00-1:50 Sectionals/Instrument Intro 

2:00-3:20 CONCERT I 

3:30-4:20 Theory 

4:30-5:50 String lessons/Practice Time 

6:00-6:50 Dinner 

7:00-7:50 String Masterclass 

8:00-9:30 Voice Solo Recital 

11:00 Lights Out 

Thursday 

8:00-8:50 Breakfast 

9:00-9:20 Orchestra/Lessons and practice  

10:30-11:50 Chamber Music 

12:00-12:50 Lunch 

1:00-1:50 Sectionals/Choral and Open Score 

2:00-3:20 Orchestra/Collaborative Coaching 

3:30-4:20 Theory 

4:30-5:50 String Lessons/Practice Time 

6:00-6:50 Dinner 

7:00-7:50 Accompanist Run Thru/Warm-up 

8:00-8:50 String/Piano SOLO RECITAL I 

9:00-10:30 Dance 

11:30 Lights Out 

Friday 

8:00-8:50 Breakfast 

9:00-9:20 Orchestra/Lessons and practice  

10:30-11:50 Chamber Music 

12:00-12:50 Lunch 

1:00-1:50 Sectionals/Improvisation 

2:00-3:20 Orchestra/Collaborative Coaching 

3:30-4:20 Theory 

4:30-5:50 String Lessons/Practice Time 

6:00-6:50 Dinner 

7:00-7:50 Accompanist Run Thru/Warm-up 

8:00-9:30 String/Piano SOLO RECITAL II 

11:00 Lights Out 
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Saturday 

8:00-8:50 Breakfast 

9:00-9:20 Orchestra/Lessons and practice  

10:30-11:50 Chamber Music 

12:00-12:50 Lunch 

1:00-1:50 Sectionals/Mus. Theater/Auditions 

2:00-3:20 ORCHESTRA CONCERT 

3:30-4:20 Music in College Q&A 

4:30-5:50 Music Business/Marketing  

6:00-6:50 Dinner 

7:00-7:50 Free time 

8:00-10:00 Musical Theater Performance 

11:00 Lights Out 

Sunday 

8:00-8:50 Breakfast 

9:00-11:00 Strike 

11:00-12:00 Check-out 
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Sample Weekly Schedule for Musical Theater Students 

Sunday 

2:00-4:00 Registration 

4:00-4:30 Tour of Facilities 

4:30-5:15 Welcome Ceremony 

5:15-5:50 Unpack 

6:00-6:50 Dinner 

7:00-9:20 Musical Read/Sing Through 

9:30 RA meetings 

11:00 Lights Out 

Monday 

8:00-8:50 Breakfast 

9:00-10:50 Musical Rehearsal 

11:00-11:50 Vocal Techniques 

12:00-12:50 Lunch 

1:00-2:20 Musical Rehearsal 

2:30-3:20 Theater Games/Acting Techniques 

3:30-4:20 Musical Theater Dance 

4:30-5:50 Solo Rehearsals 

6:00-6:50 Dinner 

7:00-10:00 Musical Rehearsal 

11:00 Lights Out 

 

Tuesday 

8:00-8:50 Breakfast 

9:00-10:50 Musical Rehearsal 

11:00-11:50 Musical Composition 

12:00-12:50 Lunch 

1:00-2:20 Musical Rehearsal 

2:30-3:20 History of Stage Musicals as Movie 

Musicals 

3:30-4:20 Musical Theater Dance 

4:30-5:50 Solo Rehearsals 

6:00-6:50 Dinner 

7:00-7:50 Rest Period 

8:00-9:30 Faculty Concert and Career Q&A 

11:00 Lights Out 

 

Wednesday 

8:00-8:50 Breakfast 

9:00-10:50 Musical Rehearsal 

11:00-11:50 Character Stage Makeup 

12:00-12:50 Lunch 

1:00-2:20 Musical Rehearsal (Choreography) 

2:30-3:50 Dress Rehearsal Solo Performances 

4:00-4:50 Theater Games/Acting Techniques 

5:00-5:50 Basic Technical Theater Overview 

6:00-6:50 Dinner 

7:00-7:50 Rest/Prepare for Performance 

8:00-9:30 VOICE SOLO RECITAL 

11:00 Lights Out 

Thursday 

8:00-8:50 Breakfast 

9:00-10:50 Musical Rehearsal 

11:00-11:50 Singing/Acting Master Class and 

Audition Techniques 

12:00-12:50 Lunch 

1:00-3:00 Musical Theater Performance 

3:00-3:20 Rest 

3:30-5:50 Musical Rehearsal 

3:30-5:50 Orchestra Rehearsal for Musical 

6:00-6:50 Dinner 

7:00-7:50 Rest Period 

8:00-8:50 String/Piano SOLO RECITAL I 

9:00-10:30 Dance 

11:30 Lights Out 

Friday 

8:00-8:50 Breakfast 

9:00-10:20 Sitzprobe 

10:30-11:50 Stage Makeup 

12:00-12:50 Lunch 

1:00-3:30 Full Run/1st Dress Rehearsal Musical 

3:30-5:50 Notes/Cleaning 

6:00-6:50 Dinner 

7:00-7:50 Rest Period 

8:00-9:30 String/Piano SOLO RECITAL II 

11:00 Lights Out 
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Saturday 

8:00-8:50 Breakfast 

9:00-11:00 Final Dress Rehearsal 

11:00-12:00 Notes 

12:00-12:50 Lunch 

1:00-1:50 Writing a Resume/Bio 

2:00-3:20 ORCHESTRA CONCERT 

3:30-4:20 Acting on Screen 

4:30-500 Musical Theater Talk Back 

5:00-5:50 Rest Period/Prep for Show 

6:00-6:50 Dinner 

7:00 Call to Theater 

7:10 Vocal Warm Ups 

8:00-10:00 Musical Theater Performance 

11:00 Lights Out 

Sunday 

8:00-8:50 Breakfast 

9:00-11:00 Strike 

11:00-12:00 Check-out 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


